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Communities Working Together 
Understanding the Importance of Compromise and Discussion 

Skill Level 
Intermediate, 6th-8th Grade 
 
Learner Outcomes 
The learner will be able to: 

 Understand the importance of having 
justification for a decision 

 Identify ways a decision can impact 
others  

 Value the importance of compromises 
 
Educational Standard(s) Supported 
6.W.TTP.2 
6.SL.PKI.6 
7.W.TTP.2 
7.SL.PKI.6 
8.W.TTP.2 
8.SL.PKI.6 
 
 
Success Indicator 
Learners will be successful if they: 

 List Pros and Cons of a decision 
 Work effectively in groups 

 
Time Needed 
45 Minutes 
 
Materials List 
Projector 
Town Hall Meeting Script 
Student Handout-Speech 
  

Introduction to Content 

Authors 
 
York, Wendy. Middle School Teacher, 
McDougle Middle School. 
 
Swart, James William. Graduate Assistant, 
Tennessee 4-H Youth Development. 
 
Richards, Jennifer. Curriculum Specialist, 
Tennessee 4-H Youth Development. 

Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

Everyone could use a reminder of the 
importance of compromise. In this lesson, 
students portray a mock city council 
meeting where they work in teams to 
come up with arguments and supporting 
evidence related to an issue facing their 
city.  

Introduction to Methodology 

This lesson puts the 4-H motto, Learn By 
Doing, into practice. 4-H members work 
with a group to identify pros and cons of 
a decision, and then present those pros 
and cons to their peers. Students then 
learn how to compromise as they debate 
and reach a consensus about the 
decision.  

Prepared using research based practices in youth 
development and experiential learning.   

This lesson plan has been 
developed as part of the TIPPs 
for 4-H curriculum. 
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Setting the Stage and Opening Questions 
 
Begin by showing this clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgXgRKVdT2s 
 
 
Say, “That clip showed some glimpses into what townhall meetings can 
look like. Today, your task is to discuss the pros and cons of bringing a 
fictitious new business to your city. That new business is a laser tag 
company that is wanting to buy an old school building. Everyone will be 
assigned a different role to assume in the process. Our town council will 
hear all sides of the arguments and make the decision that will benefit our 
city as a whole. The biggest issue for one group of community members, 
who have been on the council list for years, is the preservation of the Old 
School. The school is named after the town’s founder, whose family still 
lives in the town.  It has been slated to be a museum for the history of 
education and a tourist attraction. The biggest issue for the other group of 
community members is the idea of bringing a new business into town. The 
revenue will benefit the town and provide a few new jobs.  
 
By the end of today’s class, you will be able to understand the importance 
of justifying your decisions, identifying ways decisions can impact others, 
and valuing the importance of compromises.” 
 

Tips for Engagement 
 

As students work in their 
groups, rotate around the 
classroom to ensure that all 
students are given the 
opportunity to share their 
thoughts and ideas.  

Terms and Concepts Introduction  
 
Compromise: A way of reaching an agreement in which each person or 
group gives up something that was wanted in order to end an argument or 
dispute.  

 Experience  
 
Begin the experience by assigning students to one of the following five groups: city council members (four to 
five students), members of the historical society, laser tag company representatives, citizens in favor of the 
business, and citizens opposed to the business. After students have been grouped, give them the following 
directions.  
 
“Group 1, the city council, will meet as a group, appoint a mayor and discuss the pros and cons of the 
proposal. The remaining groups will meet and brainstorm reasons and justifications for why your group is 
correct on their stance with respect to the proposal. After you have reached decisions within your group, 
we will move on to the next part of our activity.” 
 
Allow students to work in their groups to brainstorm ideas and list pros and cons.  
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Life Skill(s) from TIPPs 
for 4-H 

 
6th Grade  

 
Identify/clearly define a 
problem or situation. (Head, 
Thinking) 
 
Use appropriate social skills to 
interact in group settings. 
(Heart, Relating) 
 

7th Grade 
 

Identify possible solutions to a 
problem or situation. (Head, 
Thinking) 
 
Use Flexibility to adapt to 
changing situations. (Head, 
Managing) 
 
Understand the feelings or 
perspectives of others. (Heart, 
Relating) 
 

8th Grade 
 

Communicate accurate 
information on a given topic 
to someone else. (Head, 
Thinking) 
 
Plan, organize, and present a 
speech. (Heart, Relating) 

Share 
 
After each group has a list of ideas and pros and cons, pass out the 
student handout and instruct students to complete the speech in their 
groups.  

Apply  
  
Say to students, “The process we just acted out takes place in countless 
locations multiple times each day. As a final activity, let’s brainstorm 
some situations and times that you would use this process of 
compromise in your life.” 
 
Lead students in this discussion.  

Process  
 
After each group has prepared their speech, the city council meeting 
will begin. Instruct the mayor to follow the script provided on the 
student handout.  
 
After all groups have made their presentation, lead the groups in a 
discussion. Then, instruct the city council members to vote on the 
proposal. 

Generalize  
 
Ask students the following debrief questions: 
What was the final outcome? 
What compromises were made? 
How was this simulation similar to what would happen in a real 
town hall meeting? 
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Supplemental Information 
Educational Standards Met 

6.W.TTP.2Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, using the introduction to prepare the reader for what is to follow.

7.W.TTP.2Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, using the introduction to prepare the reader for

8.W.TTP.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

e. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion.

8.SL.PKI.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

7.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

6.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

W XXX 8/18 18-XXXX Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth development, family and consumer sciences, and resource 
development. University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture and county governments cooperating.  

UT Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 
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Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

Mr./Ms. Mayor and Members of the City Council, 

I am _____________________________ and I represent the 
______________________ group that is (for, against) the laser tag facility at the old 
school. 

Here are my reasons why: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

So, in conclusion, I feel that you should vote (for, against) building the laser tag facility 
at the old school. 

Thank you. 
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Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

Starting the meeting: 

The mayor will call the meeting to order. If you can obtain a gavel, it is a great prop for the 

mayor to use. The mayor will introduce him/herself and the council members. 

The mayor will then describe the issue to be decided: 

"Laser Tag, Inc. has requested that the city council issue a land use permit to allow their 

company to build a laser tag facility at the old school. We are meeting here today to decide 

whether or not to issue the permit. We will hear from all interested groups regarding this issue, 

then vote as a group on the issue. We will first hear from Laser Tag, Inc. Will you please have 

your first group member step up to the podium?" 

The meeting continues: 

After hearing from Laser Tag, Inc., each remaining group is then invited to have their 

representative member step up to the podium and give their speeches about their position 

regarding the issue. 

The council votes: 

After each group has said their speech, the council is directed by the mayor to vote. The mayor 

says: 

"We have heard from both sides of the issue. Now we will vote. All in favor of issuing a land use 

permit to allow Laser Tag, Inc. build a laser tag facility at the old school, say 'Aye' and raise your 

hand." 

The mayor states how many votes have been cast for the issue: 

"All opposed to issuing a land use permit to allow Laser Tag, Inc. to build a laser tag facility at 

the old school, say 'No’ and raise your hand." 

The mayor states how many votes have been cast for the issue: 

"The decision has been made to (issue, not issue) a land use permit to Laser Tag, Inc. Thank you 
to all who have attended this meeting today. Meeting adjourned.” 
Use gavel if available to end meeting. 
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