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What Does It Mean? 
Defining Literary Quotes 

Skill Level 
Intermediate, 7th through 8th Grade 

Learner Outcomes 
The learner will be able to: 
 Analyze a literary quote and determine

the meaning, given the context
 Predict the meaning of words based on

context
 Demonstrate knowledge of literary quotes

by creating a quote describing their 4-H
work

Educational Standard(s) Supported 
7th Grade  
CCR Reading 1 
CCR Language 4 
8th Grade 
CCR Reading 1 
CCR Language 4 

Success Indicator 
Learners will be successful if they: 
 Work in teams to discuss and determine

quote meanings by synthesizing given
text

 Create a quote defining their 4-H work

Time Needed 
30-45 Minutes

Materials List 

Flip Chart paper (five sheets) 
Markers 
Copies of Literary Quote Handout 

Introduction to Content 

Authors 
York, Wendy. Middle School Teacher, 
McDougle Middle School. 

Swart, James William.  Graduate Assistant, 
Tennessee 4-H Youth Development. 

Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

This lesson explores different famous 
literary quotes. Students are presented 
with several quotes by well-known writers 
and work to interpret what the author 
meant as a part of a team. Students gain 
the skill of interpreting a quote and finding 
its meaning, as well as learning to define 
new words based on context clues.  

Introduction to Methodology 

The lesson begins by having students 
work as a class to interpret the meaning 
of a well-known literary quote. Students 
then work in teams to interpret five other 
well-known quotes from literature, and 
then share those interpretations with the 
class. Students are asked to reflect on 
their decision making process as a 
member of the team, and then finish the 
lesson by writing a quote about their 4-H 
work.  

Prepared using research based practices in youth 
development and experiential learning.   

This lesson plan has been 
developed as part of the TIPPs 
for 4-H curriculum. 

What Does It Mean? 2



 

Setting the Stage and Opening Questions 

Say to the students, “Today, we will be learning about literary quotes and 
discovering their meaning.  By the end of today’s class, you should be able 
to analyze a literary quote and determine its meaning, predict the 
meaning of words based on their context and demonstrate your 
knowledge of literary quotes by creating your own quote describing your 
4-H work.

One very popular literary quote is by John Donne, ‘No man is an island.’ 
What do you think this quote means?” 

Allow students to share their thoughts on what John meant by this quote.  
After all students have had a chance to share, read the poem and have students 
share if their interpretation changed. 

No man is an island, 
Entire of itself; 
every man is a piece of the continent, 
a part of the main. 
If the sea washes a clod away, 
Europe is the less. 
As well as if a promontory were. 
As well as if a manor of thy friend's 
Or of thine own were: 
Any man's death diminishes me, 
Because I am involved in mankind, 
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls;  
It tolls for thee. 

Tips for Engagement 

As students are rotating 
around to the different 
quotes, rotate around to 
different groups to ensure 
that they are staying on task.  

Terms and Concepts Introduction  

Literary Quote- An explicit reference or allusion in an artistic work to a 
passage or element from another, usually well-known work. 

Experience  

To prepare for the experience, place five pieces of flip chart paper around the classroom, each with a different 
literary quote written on it. 

Say to the students, “Today, we will be investigating and interpreting five different literary quotes.  We will 
be dividing into five teams, and each team will start at a different poster placed around the room.  You 
and your team will have four minutes at each poster to read the quote and discuss.  After you have decided 
on a meaning, write that meaning on the poster. Each team will rotate to each quote, and after everyone 
has visited each station, we will share.” 

Divide students into five groups and have them rotate through the five different quote stations.  When each team 
has visited each quote, instruct the students to stay at the poster.  
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Life Skill(s) from TIPPs 
for 4-H 

7th Grade 

Learn to form ideas, make 
decisions, and think critically 
(Head, Thinking) 

Wisely use resources to 
achieve a purpose (Head, 
Managing) 

Use skill, effort or ability to 
accomplish a goal (Hands, 
Working) 

8th Grade 

Learn to form ideas, make 
decisions and think critically 
(Head, Thinking) 

Wisely use resources to 
achieve a purpose (Head, 
Managing) 

Use skill, effort or ability to 
accomplish a goal (Hands, 
Working) 

Share 

Ask each group to share the interpretations recorded on the poster at 
each station.   

Apply  

Say to the students, “Using your newfound knowledge of literary quotes, 
write a quote that describes your 4-H work. Incorporate wording and 
structure like what you have seen in the literary quotes we studied 
today.” 

Allow students to write their quotes and then share with the class. 

Process  

Ask students if any of their interpretations changed after hearing their 
classmates’ interpretations.  Ask the students to share their new 
interpretations.  

Generalize  

Ask the students, “When working in your groups to determine the 
meaning of the quote, what process did you follow to reach a 
consensus?” 

Use the students’ responses to formalize a consensus forming process 
that can be followed in other activities both in and out of the classroom. 
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Supplemental Information 
Educational Standards Met 

7th Grade 

CCR Reading 1- Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 
cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

CCR Language 4- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by 
using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 
materials, as appropriate. 

8th Grade 

CCR Reading 1- Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 
cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

CCR Language 4- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by 
using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 
materials, as appropriate. 
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  Literary Quotes 

Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

To Thine Own Self Be True 

Origin: This quote is one of countless famous quotes by William Shakespeare. In Act 1, Scene III of the 

famous play, Hamlet, Polonius says, 

“This above all: to thine own self be true 
And it must follow, as the night the day  
Thou canst not then be false to any man 
Farewell, my blessing season this in thee!” 

I'n Nobody! Who Are You? 

I'm nobody! Who are you? 
Are you nobody, too? 
Then there's a pair of us -- don't tell! 
They'd banish -- you know! 

How dreary to be somebody! 
How public like a frog 
To tell one's name the livelong day 
To an admiring bog! 

“Tis better to have loved and lost 

Than never to have loved at all.” 

― Alfred Tennyson, In Memoriam 

Good Fences make good neighbors 

There where it is we do not need the wall: 
He is all pine and I am apple orchard. 
My apple trees will never get across 
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him. 
He only says, “Good fences make good neighbors.” 
Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder 
If I could put a notion in his head: 
“Why do they make good neighbors? Isn’t it 
Where there are cows? But here there are no cows. 
Before I built a wall I’d ask to know 
What I was walling in or walling out, 
And to whom I was like to give offense. 
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall, 
That wants it down.” I could say “Elves” to him, 
But it’s not elves exactly, and I’d rather 
He said it for himself. I see him there, 
Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top 
In each hand, like an old‐stone savage armed. 
He moves in darkness as it seems to me, 
Not of woods only and the shade of trees. 
He will not go behind his father’s saying, 
And he likes having thought of it so well 
He says again, “Good fences make good neighbors.” 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
   That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
   A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

Continuous as the stars that shine 
   And twinkle on the Milky Way, 
They stretched in never‐ending line 
   Along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 




