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Beavers Have Orange Teeth and Other Interesting Facts 
Crafting a basic project report 

Skill Level 
Beginner, 5th Grade 

Learner Outcomes 
The learner will be able to: 
• Research interesting facts about their

chosen project area.
• Compose a brief project report to share

their new facts.
• Value the importance of sound research

practices.

Educational Standard(s) Supported 
5.W.RBPK.7
5.W.RBPK.8

Success Indicator 
Learners will be successful if they: 
• Identify three interesting facts about

their project area.
• Effectively share their newly found

information with their class.

Time Needed 
45 Minutes 

Materials List 

• Student Handout: Project Report
• Research materials or internet access

Introduction to Content
 

Author 

Swart, James, Graduate Assistant, 
Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

This lesson provides 4-H members an 
opportunity to explore interesting facts 
related to their chosen project area.  
Students will research facts about their 
project area and then report those facts 
to their classmates, giving them an 
opportunity to present their first project 
report.  

This lesson is second in the fifth grade 
TIPPS curriculum set when taught in 
sequence. 

Introduction to Methodology
 
The lesson begins by having students 
complete an assessment of their prior 
knowledge of their project area by 
sharing what they think is the most 
important part of their project area.  
Students then conduct research and 
gather information on their project area 
before compiling a project report to 
present to the class. The lesson 
concludes by having the students create a 
goal related to their project work.  

Prepared using research based practices in youth 
development and experiential learning.   

This lesson plan has been 
developed as part of the TIPPs 
for 4-H curriculum. 
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Setting the Stage and Opening Questions 
 
Say to the students, “Today, we are going to learn more about your project 
areas. Before we get started, does everyone have a project area in mind 
that they would like to focus on today?” Allow students time to think of 
their project area. If a student does not have a project in mind, guide them to 
selecting one for today’s activity.  
 
After all students have selected a project area, say, “I want you to think 
about the most important thing someone should know about that project 
area. Once you have that one thing, stand up and we will share.” 
Allow students to think about the one thing and then select students to share. 
After each student shared, ask if students had similar answers. If so, instruct 
them to sit. 
 
Say to the students, “By the end of class today, I hope that you will be able 
to research interesting facts about your project area, share those facts in a 
brief project report, and value the importance of sound research 
practices.” 

Tips for Engagement 
 

This lesson works best 
when students have access 
to technology. If the school 
you are working in does not 
have one-to-one 
technology, reserve a 
computer lab or secure 
other forms of technology 
for student use. If this is not 
possible, take printed 
resources for students to 
review to find information 
related to their project area.  

Terms and Concepts Introduction  
 
If taught in sequence, this lesson is the second in the Fifth-Grade TIPPS 
for 4-H Curriculum set. 

Experience  
 
Pass out the student handout, project reports, and say to the students, “As we discussed earlier, today’s class is 
all about your project area. I’m going to give you about 15 minutes to research interesting facts about 
your project area. For example, if someone was in the Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries project, an 
interesting fact they could find would be that beavers have orange teeth. Your goal for today’s activity is 
to use reputable sources to find information. Just for a quick review, what type of websites should we use 
when conducting research?  
(Answers will vary, but they should not include sites like Wikipedia.) 
 
Allow students to research independently and find their interesting facts related to their project areas.  
 
As students are completing this part of the activity, rotate around the classroom to make sure students remain on 
task and are using appropriate sources. 
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Life Skill(s) from TIPPs 
for 4-H 

5th Grade 

Communicate information 
learned from a specific project 
area to the larger 4-H Club. 
(Head) 

When reading, consider ideas, 
thoughts, information or 
messages that have been 
written. (Heart) 

Participate in 4-H club 
meetings by saying pledges, 
completing activities and 
being engaged. (Head) 

Use good manners. (Heart) 

Share 

After students have had a chance to research their interesting facts, say 
“You’re now going to group up with your classmates who are in the 
same project, or a project very similar to yours to share the facts 
that you found.” 

Depending on the variety of project areas, there are many options for 
grouping students. Use your best judgment based on the number of 
students in each group; however, try to limit group sizes to five or fewer 
students. 

Apply 

Say, “Today, you all found some really interesting facts about your project area, but project work doesn’t 
stop when we leave the classroom! It’s something you can work on outside of the classroom to learn even 
more. On the front side of your handout, where you wrote your interesting facts, there is a place for you 
to make a goal for your project work. In that space, write down one goal that you would like to work 
toward in your project area over the next month. An example of this would be ‘Over the next month, I 
would like to learn more about the breeds of beef cattle.’” 

Allow students to write their goals and share them with the class. 

Process 

After students have shared their facts in their groups, say, “Now, you’ll  
work to complete a basic project report. The template for this is on 
the back of your handout.” 

Allow students to work to complete their report. 

Generalize  

After students have completed their reports, select students to share 
their reports as time allows.  

W 463 Beavers Have Orange Teeth 4



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Supplemental Information 
Educational Standards Met 

5.W.RBPK.7 Conduct short research projects that use multiple sources to build knowledge through 
investigations of different aspects of a topic.  

5.W.RBPK.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work and provide a list of sources.  
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Tennessee 4-H Youth Development 

My project area: ____________________________________ 

Interesting facts about my project area: 

One goal for my project work over the next month:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



My Project Area: ________________________________ 
 
Today, I am going to share interesting facts about the 
_______________ Project.  I found these facts 
interesting: 
 
1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
The most interesting fact I found was… 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
 
I picked this because… 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 




